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ABSTRACT 

An arts education survey was undertaken in 1989 to 
establish comprehensive, baseline information regarding arts 
education in Wyoming schools. The findings serve as a standard 
against which to measure future changes in the quality of arts 
education in the state. This n^port is designed to highlight the 
initial findings of the survey. Arts education for Wyom:'ng students 
was compared with national trends. It was found that Wyoming, unlike 
many other states, does not have a high school graduation requirement 
in the arts, and does not require compulsory arts instruction at the 
elementary and middle school level. An analysis of arts specialists 
by disciplins revealed that there is a gradual decline in arts 
classes offered as students progress through the Wyoming school 
system. A question about thu availability of classes revealed that 
music and the visual arts are emphasized most at elementary and 
middle school levels. Other issues addressed included the time 
allotted to arts content areas, the broad spectrum of students who 
study the arts, and resources for arts education. A description of 
future plans and how the state of Wyoming can fulfill them concludes 
the document. (KM) 
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* frohi the original document.. 
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"Art, no less than philosophy or science, issues 
a challenge to the intellect. The great works of 
music, sculpture, painting, engraving and all 
other forms of artistic expression engage the 
mind, teaching lessons about order, proportion, 
and genius." 



- William J. Bennett 
Fomxer U.S. Secretary of Education 
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WyomimStnie :: 




The Wyoming Arts Education Survey 



In 1988, in town meetings across Wyo- 
ming« aitists, educators, administrators, 
legislators, business people, parents and 
others declared that arts education mat- 
ters to them. Requests for development 
of arts curricula guidelines and arts 
education advocacy tools were high on 
their lists of priorities for arts in educa- 
tion in Wyoming. 

Thus, the major purpose of the Wyo- 
ming Arts Education Survey undertaken 
in 1989 was to establish comprehensive, 
baseline information regarding arts 
education in Wyoming schools: to find 
out what is actually out there. 

ITic findings of the survey will serve as a 
standard against which to measure future 
changes and as a guide for responsible 
planning to effect intelligent, positive 
change in the quality of arts education in 
Wyoming schools. 

*Y\\t Wyoming Stale Constitution legis- 
lates school districts to local control, al- 
lowing for flexibility, d ^ersity and the 
specific and unique needs of individual 
c•ommunitie^i Considering this, the Arts 
Education Survey was designed to pro- 
vide a solid base for action in the creation 
of a visionary model for arts in education 
throughout Wyoming. It will be a model 
which allows Wyoming communiues to 
retain their personal identities and par- 
ticular strengths while ensuring that all 
Wyoming children receive a comprehen- 
sive, sequential arts education ... the kind 



of education which will enrich not only 
their lives but also the community in 
which they live. 

This preliminary report is designed to 
highlight initial findings of the survey and 
to ser\'e as a preview to the final, com- 
prehensive, art-by-art analysis. 

Tins repon and the survey are in keeping 
with current efforts by the National En- 
dowment for the Arts, the United ^tates 
Office of Educatioii and national educa- 
tion associations to upgrade and stress 
the importance of arts education in 
America. 

National Research Centers have been es- 
tablished at the State University of New 
York, New York University, Uuiversity 
of Illinois and Michigan State University 
to define the status of arts education in 
the nation and to develop exemplaiy cur- 
riculum. 

In Wyoming, the Wyoming Council on 
the Arts and the Wyoming Alliance for 
Arts in Education have joined with the 
Wyoming State Department of Educa- 
tion in forminga new commitment to arts 
in education in Wyoming, with the goal 
of provi(f ing all Wyoming students with 
unprecedented opportunities in the arts 
and a lifelong appreciation, under- 
standing apd enjoyment of the arts. 
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How We Compare Nationally 
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It is difficult to study any subject without 
a proper reference. National trends indi- 
cate a heightening interest in establishing 
cultural literacy in all American children. 
Tlius, recently, a number of studies have 
been conducted which nowprovide a use- 
ful comparison of Wyoming to other 
states in the nation. 

• 29 states have enacted high school 
graduation requirements which, in 
some way, include the arts, 27 of 
them in the past eight years. 

Wyoming is not among them« 

Fewer than l%of Wyoming schools have 
instituted any arts requirements of their 
own at the high school level. 

states require school districts to 
offer arts instruction in elementary, 
middle or secondary school. 

Wyoming is not among them. 

Wyoming s requirement that one year of 
fine arts be offered maybe fulfilled in the 
schools by the offering of a category 
called "useful arts'' encompassing home 
economics, shop, etc. 

In addition, Wyoming is one of two states 
in the nation with no statewide arts 
education curriculum guide available to 
districts interested in achieving an ex- 
emplary arts curriculum. Educating 



Through The Arts is an out-of-print 
handbook offering general goals of an 
arts curriculum. 

37% of respondents to the Wyoming Arts 
Education Survey report that their dis- 
tricts have compiled their own district 
guides to aid teachers in teaching the arts 
to their students. ITie majority of those 
guides are available in music and/or 
visual arts. Fewer than 5% report that 
they have any sort of guide available to 
help in teaching any of the other arts 
subjects at any grade level. 

• 50% of school districts nationwide 
report that the percentage of their 
budgets allocated to arts education 
increased, 1982 to 1987. 

Wyoming is not among them* 

Our survey respondents report cuts in all 
areas of arts education in Wyoming in the 
last five years. 

Presently, there is noarts education coor- 
dinator/consultant in the Wyoming 
Department of Education. Although 
one was appointed in 1986, the position 
was removed, along with other coor- 
dinator positions, in 1987 due to state 
budget cuts. 



"... learning in the arts can not only develop the discipline and craft necessary 
to constructive creation, it can also help students to develop reasoning and 
problem-solving skills essential to a productive work force and to the learning 
of other subjects." 

- Toward Civilization, A Report on A rts Education, i 
published by the National Endowment for the Arts 
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Percent of Arts Specialists Reporting 
Cuts in Arts Education 
_ in Wyoming 
1984-1989 




Huslc Uis Arts Dra«a Dance Folk/Ethn Cr Urtg 
m ELEHENTARy 03 HIDDLE/JR S HIGH 



Cuts have been seen most frequently in music and visual arts in Wyoming as these are 
the areas of highest concentration of arts classes. However, when looking at the percent 
of respondents reporting cuts in their areas of specialization, the survey shows a high 
proportion of cuts across the board, with ALL visual arts teachers reporting cuts virithin 
the past five years, for example. Aclear majority of arts specialists report cuts in all areas 
in the middle/junior high school and high school levels and cuts are substantially noted 
even at the elementary school level. 
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Where We Stand 



The Wyoming Arts Education Survey educational level (elementary, mid- 
was distributed to 475 Wyoming arts die/junior high school, and senior high 



received: a 54% response ; ate. Of the Wyoming's 49 public school districts and 
respondents, 88% were full-time art 21 of her 23 counties, 
teachers. 63% taught at more than one 



Breakdown of Arts Specialists by Discipline 





Music . 


Visual 
Arts : : 


Theater 
/Drama 


Dance 


Folk/ 

Ethnic 

Arts 


Writing 


Efementary School 


39% 


22% 


13% 


12% 


12% 


5% 


^/Bdciie/Juniof High i 


29% 


22% 


9% 


5% 


8% 


15% 


High School 


23% 


9% 


1.2% 


4% 


3% 


9% 



Respondents to the survey report that they teach am classes in Music, Visual Arts, 
Theater/Drama, Dance, Folk/Ethnic and Traditional Arts, and Creative Writing to 
Wyoming students. (The above breakdown shows, for example, that the greatest number 
of arts specialists responding teach music at the elementary level, while the smallest 
number teach folk/ethnic arts at the high school level.) Responses indicate that the 
traditional arts subjects of music and visual arts are given the most emphasis in Wyoming 
schools, particularly at the elementary school and middle/junior high school levels. 

NOTE: Many of the arts specialists in Wyoming are responsible for teaching their 
students a combination of arts disciplines. The survey responses reflect this trend. 



educators. 255 responses have been 



school). Responses came from 39 of 




•it is the combination of arts instruction 
which is essential to cultural literacy." 



- Toward Civilization, A Report 
on Arts Education, published by the 
National Endowment for the Arts 



Survey results show a giadual decline in arts classes offered as students progress through 
the Wyoming school system: 

• 42% of arts classes in Wyoming schools are taught at the 
elementary level. 

• 33% of arts classes in Wyoming schools are taught at the 
middle/junior high school level. 

• 25% of arts classes in Wyoming schools are taught at the 
high school level. 



Percent of Arts Classes Offered 
By Grade Level 




ELEMEHTARV (42. Ox.) 



niDDLE/JR (33. Ox) 
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Availability of Classes 



Other Arts 
Areas* 

97% 




ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS 

55% of survey respondents teach 
in elementary schools in Wyo- 
ming, According to the survey, 
music is the most frequently avaiU 
able arts class and is most often 
required of elementary students. 
Emphasis is clearly on the tradi- 
tional subject areas of music and 
visual arts, with few offerings in 
other arts areas open to elcnrn- 
taiy students. 




MIDDLE AND 
JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

49% of survey respondents 
represent middle and junior 
high schools. At this school 
level, music and visual arts are 
emphasized most. Some at- 
tention, however, is given to 
other arts areas in the form of 
electives. 
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•\..aris and humanities education play an im- 
portani role in cognitive learning and in 
makingthe arts and humanities less elitist and 
more available to all citizens/' 



House Report 274 
(99lh U.S.Congrcss 1st Session) 



* Other Arts Areas 
include: 

nicaier/Drama • Dance • I-olk/Ethnicand Traditional Arts • Creative Writing 



\ other Arts 
: Areas* 




HIGH SCHOOLS 

48% of respondents represent 
Wyoming high schools. As the 
option of electivcs increases, the 
types of classes expand, but their 
number lessens. Few of 
respondents' schools require 
that high school-age students 
take any arts classes at all. 



■ Visual Arts i 
29% 



NOTE: Many survey respondents represent more than one school level as arts specialists 
who travel from school to school and teach many different grades. Fhus, the percentages 
here will add up to more than 1009r. 




TO 



Time Allocated to Arts Content Areas 



! Arts Specialists repc't that they i 
I spend an average of 0% of their i 
- class time on the history of an art. I 



HISTORY 




HISTORY 

Respondents report that, for the most 
part, they spend less than 10% of their 
class time on the histoiy of an art. Very 
few spend more than 50% of their class 
lime on history. 



:Arts Specialists report that they spend! 
' an average of 16% of their class time I 
i on aesthetics of art. { 




AESTHETICS 

Aesthetics receives somewhat more ai 
tention as indicated by class .ime, al- 
though a large percent of respondents 
spend less than 10% of all class time on 
aesthetics. Only a few respondents 
devote more than 50% of their class time 
to aesthetics. The greatest number have 
given this area of arts education a com- 
fortable 11 to 25% of their class time. 
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"Basic ans education musi give siudcnls the 
essence of our civilization, the civilizations 
which have contributed to ours, and the more 
distant civilizations which enrich world 
civilization as a whole/* 

- Toward Civilization a liepon 
on Arts Educaiiofu published by the 
National Endowment for the Arts 



'^"Arts Specialists report thai they spend i 
an average of 39% of their class tirr^e on \ 
developing students* art sKitls. 




SKILLS 

Skills in liu. arts arc emphasized hv most 
respondents. Responses indicate ihai 
they spend 25-to-50'/{ , or more than SO^'^J . 
of their class time on this particular con- 
tent area. 




" Arts Speciahsts report that they spend an i 
average of 37% of their class lir^e on 
developing arts products or sludoni 
performances in ihe arts. 



PRODUCT/ 
PERFORMANCE 




PRODUCT/PERFORMANCE 

Product and performance in ihe aris arc- 
also stressed by most ot the survcv 
respondents, who devote much of then 
class time to this area. 
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Wyoming Teachers Serve A Broad Spectrum 



• 84% of art teachers report that 
they also teach disadvantaged 
and/or at-risk students. 

• 31% report that they teach 
academically gifted students. 



• 34% report that they teach artis- 
tically gifted students. 

• 17% report that they teach bi-lin- 
gual or multi-lingual arts education 
students. 



How Often (Hours per week) 



The National Endowment for the Arts 
recommends that 15% of the school week 
be allotted to the arts in elementary, mid- 
dle and junior high schools nationwide, 
and that two full years of pure and in- 
tegrated arts subjects be allotted for all 
high school students. 



Former U.S. Secretary of Education Wil- 
liam Bennett proposed, as part of his 
model high school curriculum, an ab- 
solute minimum of one semester each of 
art history and music history for eveiy 
high school student in America, 




1 
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Time Allotted Per Week 
HEQUIRED Arts Classes 




^ 1-2 Hrs CD 3 Hrs Or flare 

In music, the most popular of arts subjects, and the most frequently required, enrolled 
students generally spend 30 to 60 minutes a week in class. Although drama and creative 
writingarc rarelyoffered, a substantial number of the students who are required to take 
them devote more than three hours a week of class time to those subjects. 



Time Allotted Per Week 
ELECTIVE Arts Classes 




Music Uis Arts Drana Dance Folk/Ethn Cr Wrtg 
S Less Than 30 nin ■ 30-60 Hin 
^ 1-2 Hrs CD 3 Hrs Or Hore 



When offered as elcctivcs, time spent in ads dasses even more frequently exceeds 3 
' hours per week for those students enrolled. 1^ ^ 
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! Resources 



The Wyoming Council on the Arts 
received a planning grant in FY90 from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
With these funds, the Council, in con- 
junction with othci state arts and educa- 
tion organizations, will begin to 
strengthen the sequential, K-12 arts cur- 
ricula component of the Arts in Educa- 
tion model at the state level. Curricula 
guidelines at this level will help local 
communities and school districts develop 
their arts education programs, thereby 
strengthening their local holistic models. 
Interestingly, nearly half of all survey 
respondents express the need for such 
assistance at the K-12 level. 

Grants and support at the state level are 
particularly important in light of these 
findings. Funding at the local level ap- 
pears to be scarce in Wyoming. Thus, 
there is a lot of competition and procur- 
ing such support can be difficult. 

It is not surprising that 73% of survey 
respondents report that less than 10% of 
their total arts programr last year were 
augmented by any arts funding resources 
at all. 

Respondents also report difficulties in 
locating these funding resources. The 
majority report that they generally learn 
of the availability of such resources by 
direct mail (70%) or by word of mouth 
(61%). 
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•*By 1989, 49 (98%) of the 50 stales will have 
at least some kind of curriculum document. 
In 43 states (87%), the documents will cover 
all grade levels. There are 19 states (38%) 
that mandate at least a portion of their docu- 
ments, such as goals; three (6%) mandate 
th*iir documents for some or the state s stu- 
dents but not for others.'' 



— Getty Center for Education in the Arts 



What Is Being Planned 

At the 1988 Wyoming Cultural Congress 
and Arts in Education Conference spon- 
i sored by the Wyoming Council on the 
j Arts and the Wyoming Alliance for Arts 
I in Education, two resolutions were 
adopied; 

• The first resolution urges the 
'^Council and the State Legislature 
: to make it mandatory to provide 

■ elementary students, (K-6 grades) 

artandmusicclassesfora minimum 
! of one hour a week to be taught by 

i certM: J art and certified music 

teachers." 

I 

I • The second resolution states *'the 
! Cultural Congress believes that 

; every Wyoming resident should 

! have high quality opportunities to 

j be educated in all of the arts and 

I therefore supports individuals, 

I groups and organizations that sup- 

i port these goals.'' 

1 
I 

I # In 1989. the Cultural Congress 
I resolved to support the "efforts of 

{ the Wyoming Alliance for Arts in 

; Education, and other such intcr- 

I csted groups and individuals, in the 

development of a state K-12 cur- 
riculum guide." 

I 

1 

I 



• As far as structural expansion of 
individual schools and district 
plans, survey findings for the future 
are as follows: 

• 8% reported that their schools or 
districts were making plans to build 
new arts facilities for students in 
Wyoming with specified comple- 
tion dates within the next ten yeai-s. 



This brochure was wiitten, designed and desktop published by Linda L. Doheny 

Linda's !nk, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
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Where To Go From Here 



The Wyoming Arts In Education Suivey 
in its final form will provide a base from 
which legislators, school administrators, 
teachers, artists, parents, arts organiza- 
tions and other interested parties can 
view the arts as they are being included in 
the education of our children. 



and it will capitalize on the marvels and 
particular talents of coming generations, 
contributing to the future of our nation 
and to the quality of life in Wyoming. 



This information will be useful to them 
in organizing and advocating for better 
and more comprehensive education for 
all of Wyoming's children. 

With integrated action, vision, hard 
work, and the support of legislators, or- 
ganizations, groups, and individuals 
throughout Wyoming, it will be an educa- 
tion encompassing the artistic and cul- 
tural heritage we share as Americans, 



To request a copy of the final Arts in 
Education Survey, please contact: 

Wendy Bredehoft 
Arts in Education Coordinator 
Wyoming Council on the Arts 
2320 Capitol Ave. 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82u02 
(307) 777-7742. 



"I am certain that after the dust of cen- 
turies has passed over our cities, we too 
will be remembered not for victories or 
defeats in battle or politics, but for our 
contribution to the human spirit." 



— John E Kennedy 
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